
Bringing Light to the Community: 
Withlacoochee River Electric Illuminates Ernie Weaver Park!
In May, WREC proudly announced a heartfelt commitment to Ernie Weaver
Park in Brooksville. In collaboration with Florida Drilling and Geopoint, 
WREC donated and installed 12 poles and 9 lights at the park's 4 baseball 
fields, which previously had no lights. WREC employees volunteered their 
time on Saturday, May 18th, for this project. We cannot thank our 
employees enough for their generosity and commitment to giving back
to our community and making a meaningful difference. Lighting up
Ernie Weaver Park was a critical need for the community, enhancing safety
and accessibility for residents and visitors. With the addition of these lights,
Ernie Weaver Park will become a vibrant place for recreational activities
even after sundown. "WREC is deeply committed to enriching the 
communities we serve,’ stated David B. Lambert, Executive Vice-President
and General Manager of WREC. ‘By providing the necessary lighting 
infrastructure, we aim to create a safer and more inviting environment for 
recreational activities, fostering a sense of community pride."
Christopher Linsbeck, Hernando County Community Services Director,
stated, “The impact of this upgrade will immediately improve the overall
experience for the community’s youth participants, and most importantly, 
make the gameplay conditions safer with improved visibility. The Park’s
Department is very appreciative of this significant donation, and we 
believe the community will continue to benefit from these upgrades for
many years to come.” The collaborative effort between WREC, 
Florida Drilling, and Geopoint exemplifies the power of partnership
in driving positive change. Together, we have illuminated Ernie Weaver
Park, enhancing its value as a recreational destination for generations to come.
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Water heaters are the 2nd
largest energy user in your 
home. Be sure to have the right size tank
or switch to a tankless water heater, which
can save you 10-15% on energy costs. The
default temperature setting on a water
heater is 140 degrees. Reducing this to 120
degrees can save a lot of money in the
long run. Not only are you paying to heat
the water after you use it, but also to keep
it hot when you are not using it. 



During the summer months in Florida, working
outside can be extremely dangerous, especially
when you are physically active. The human body
relies on its ability to get rid of heat to maintain a
healthy internal body temperature. Heat dissipation
happens naturally through sweating and increased
blood flow to the skin. The body cools down more
rapidly if the external heat and physical activity are
reduced. If heat dissipation does not happen
quickly enough, the internal body temperature
keeps rising and you may experience symptoms
that include thirst, irritability, a rash, cramping, heat
exhaustion, or heat stroke. Below is a list of heat
related Illnesses and their signs and symptoms to
look out for. Remember to stay hydrated and listen
to your body.

Heat Exhaustion - Fatigue, irritability, thirst,
nausea or vomiting, dizziness or
lightheadedness, heavy sweating, elevated
body temperature or fast heart rate.
Heat Stroke - Confusion, slurred speech,
unconsciousness, seizures, heavy sweating or
hot, dry skin, very high body temperature or
rapid heart rate.
Heat Cramps - Muscle spasms or pain, usually
in the legs, arms or trunk.
Heat Syncope - Fainting or dizziness.
Heat rash - Clusters of red bumps on skin often
appears on neck, upper chest, and skin folds. 
Rhabdomyolysis (Muscle Breakdown) - Muscle
pain, dark urine or reduced urine output and
weakness. 

Ensuring Member Safety

Don’t Forget About
Your Furry Friends!

Provide shade for them.
Keep fresh water
available.
Use cooling mats or
pads.
Avoid midday exercise.
Maintain regular
grooming.
Avoid hot surfaces.
Watch for signs of
overheating.

Remember that
scammers may ask for

unusual payment
methods such 
as gift cards or

cryptocurrency.
In these cases, it’s 
most likely a scam.

When in doubt, call your
local WREC office.

Cyber Safe Corner

WREC added 9,567
accounts in 2023! that’s
1,664 more accounts than
the previous year. this

year, wrec is on track to
exceed that growth.

DID YOU 
KNOW



Use SmartHub to:
Access Your WREC Account
Pay Your Bill
Update Account Info
Check Your Energy Usage
Set Up Auto Pay
Contact Member Services
Report a Power Outage

For Android

Withlacoochee River Electric Cooperative, Inc., is the recipient of Rural Development funding assistance from
the Rural Utilities Service. In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions
participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or
reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA
(not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication or program information (e.g. Braille,
large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc) should contact the responsible Agency USDA's Target
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD) or contact the USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800)
877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.  The
person responsible for coordinating this organization's non-discrimination compliance efforts is Kristina
Walzak, Manager of HR, Job Training & Safety. Any individual, or specific class of individual, who feels this
organization has subjected them to discrimination may file a program discrimination complaint by completing
the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program
Discrimination Complaint (https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint) and
at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information
requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed
form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email:
program.intake@usda.gov. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Statement of Non-Discrimination

SmartHub is WREC’s mobile platform-
based app that allows Members to
conduct business with the Cooperative
through their cellular device.

What is
SmartHub?

For Apple

https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.usda.gov/oascr/how-to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov


To report an inoperative or
malfunctioning streetlight,
please call your local
cooperative office, or log on to
wrec.net and click on the 'Repair
Street Light' button (or scan the
QR code), then complete and
submit the Street Light Repair
Request Form. You can also
download the SmartHub app
and request a street light repair.

Stay in the
Know

LOCAL WREC NUMBERS
PASCO: Billy E. Brown Corporate Center: 352-567-5133 

One Pasco Center District Office: 352-588-5115 
New Tampa/Wesley Chapel: 813-979-9732 
Bayonet Point District Office: 727-868-9465

Land O' Lakes/Odessa: 813-972-9233 
CITRUS: Crystal River District Office: 352-795-4382 

Dunnellon: 352-489-6818 
HERNANDO: West Hernando District Office: 352-596-4000 

POLK: One Pasco Center District Office: 863-687-4396
 SUMTER: Bushnell: 352-793-7813

Be sure to follow us on our
social media platforms.

Scan to visit wrec.net

CONNECTIONS is published by:
 Withlacoochee River Electric Cooperative, Inc. 

David B. Lambert II, Executive Vice-President & General Manager
 P.O. Box 278, Dade City, FL 33526-0278

Your Board of Trustees meets on the Third Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. at the Corporate Office in Dade City to conduct the business
of the Cooperative and its' subsidiaries. LEGAL NOTICE: Operation Round-Up is a Registered Trade Name for WRECares. 100% of all
contributions are available for disbursement. Registration #SC-02353. A copy of the official registration and financial information may be
obtained from the Division of Consumer Services by calling toll-free from within the state. Registration does not imply endorsement, approval
or recommendation by the State. 1-800-435-7352.

Streetlight Out?

Scan to Report

In the event of an emergency or natural disaster,
 do you or someone you know need assistance in evacuating

your home to a shelter that meets your/their needs? 
State and local emergency management agencies developed 

the Florida Special Needs Registry to ensure persons with
special needs receive assistance during disasters. 

To register, visit snr.flhealthresponse.com 
or scan the QR code above. 


